
Lake County Sustainable Food System Project 
CMAP Land Use Committee 
May 15, 2013 



 

Outline 

ÅBackground and project need 

ÅSustainable local food policy systems assessment 

o Economic opportunity of local food system 

o Local food production and environmental considerations 

ÅLiberty Prairie Reserve master planning 

o Aligning land preservation goals with biological farming 
practices 



 

Lake County Farming ς a Decade of Change 

Å2001 Lake County commissioned American Farmland Trust 
wŜǇƻǊǘΥ άhƴ ¢Ƙƛƴ {ƻƛƭέ 

o Lake County is one of the fastest growing counties nationally 

o 1,500 acres a year are being developed, much of that is 
farmland 

o Because farmland has high development value much of it 
has been lost to development and this trend will continue 

o 18,000 acres of farmland lost to development between 1987 
and 2000 

ÅConclusion: Farming future in question - large grain farming 
is leaving Lake County 



Inverse Trends:  
Acres of Farmland and Number of Farms 



Scale and Methods 
of Agriculture 



 

Smaller parcels work well for local food growers 



Increasing Demand for Local Food 

ωLocal and sustainably 
produced food is a growing 
trend amongst restaurants  

ωSupermarkets are 
responding to consumer 
demand with increasing 
offerings of locally grown 
food 

ωDirect-to-consumer sales 
are increasing rapidly 





Source: Michael Sands, Ph.D., Senior Associate 
Liberty Prairie Foundation 

Basic Financial Picture 



Economic Potential of Local Food 


